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WHO WAS WHO IN AMERICAN ART - 


1957. Studied: Univ. Mich.; Univ. Wis. Member: CAA. Co-author: "Art 
in the Western World," 1935, 1942. Positions: T., Univ. Wis., 1926-32, 
Colgate, 1932-39, Mich State Col., 1939 [47] 


GARRISON, John L(ouis) [P.I] Columbus, OH b. 14 Je 1867, Cincinnati, 
OH. Studied: Nowottny; Goltz. Member: Columbus PPC [33] 


GARRISON, Minta (or Martha) Н. (Mrs. J.T.) {Р} Houston, TX b. 5 Ag 
1874, Center, TX. Studied: Mrs. E. Cherry. Member: NAWPS; Texas 
FAA; SSAL. Exhibited: SSAL, Birmingham, 1933 (prize). Specialty: 
flower paintings [40] 


GARRISON, Robert [S, Dec, Des,L, T] NYC b. 30 My 1895, Ft. Dodge, IA. 
Studied: PAFA; G. Borglum. Member: Arch. L. Exhibited: Okla., 1913 
(gold). Work: State Office Bldg. of Colo.; Voorhees Mem.; Post Office 
(Overseas Mem. Tablet), National Jewish Infirmary, Midland Bldg., all in 
Denver, Colo.; Mosher Mem., Rochester [40] 


GARSTIN, Elizabeth W(illiams) (S] New Haven, CT/Salisbury, CT b. 12 Ja 
1897, New Haven. Studied: Eberhard; Yale. Member: New Haverr PCC; 
AFA [40] 


GARTH, John [Mur.P,Por. P, Dr, W,L,Cr, T] San Francisco, CA b. 21 D 1894, 
Chicago, IL d. 1971. Studied: AIC; ASL; London; Paris; S. Kendall; Yale; 
Vanderpoel; Bridgman; C. Fehr, Berlin; Vienna. Member: Calif. SMP; 
AAPL; NSMP; Bay Region AA; Prof. Artists Lg., San Fran.; Business 
Men's AC, San Fran. Exhibited: GGE, 1939; Pal. Leg. Honor, 1939 
(med). Work: murals, Univ. Calif. ; General Electric Co.; San Fran. Arch. 
C.; Pacific Marine Contractors; Woodlawn Mem. Park; Fairmount, Some- 
rton, Sir Francis Drake Hotels, all in San Fran.; Miami Univ., Oxford, 
Ohio; Redding, Calif. Positions: A. Ed., The Argonaut, San Fran.; Dir., 


his own sch.; T., Robert College, Constantinople, Mid-Pacific Inst., 
Honolulu [47] 


GARVEY, Joseph M. [P,E] NYC b. 28 S 1877. Studied: W.M. Chase [27] 


GARVEY, William [Car] b. 1906 d. 22 N 1925, Hackensack, NJ. Illustrator: 
magazines. Originator: comic strip “Asparagus Tipps" 


GARY, Louisa M(acgill) [P] Catonsville, MD b. 19 D 1888, Baltimore. 
Studied: Md. Inst. Member: Baltimore Friends A. [33] 


GASAWAY, John W. [P] Edgewood, PA. Member: Pittsburgh AA [21] 
GASBARRO, Nicola [I] San Francisco, CA [21] 


GASCH, Herman E. [P] Wash., D.C. Member: S. Wash. A. [27] 


GASH, Chester Alan [Р] NYC/Stockton, NJ b. 16 My 1906, NYC. Studied: 
Paris; Lausanne [40] 


GASKILL, Marion Hendricks [P] Phila., PA [13] 


GASPAR, Miklos [Mur.P,Des] Chicago, IL b. 15 S 1885, Kaba, Hungary d. 
30 Je 1946. Studied: K.K. Aladár. Member: All-Ill. SFA; Arch. C. 
Chicago. Exhibited: Nat. Exh., Budapest, 1920 (prize); Chicago Daily 
Tribune Comp., 1922 (prize); murals, Century of Progress Exh. , Chicago; 
Chicago Ar. Ann. Exh., AIC, 1924 (prize). Work: murals, Knights of 
Columbus Bldg. , Springfield, 111. ; ceiling paintings, Fisher Bldg., Detroit; 
Medinah Athletic C.; Union Lg. C.; Forman Bank, Chicago, Ill.; mural, 
Terra Haute House, Ind. [40] 


GASPARD, Jules Maurice [Рог. Р,1) Chicago, IL b. 1862, Paris, France d. 18 
F1919, NYC. Studied: ASL. At 18 he went to Chicago. Position: A. Cr., 
Inter Ocean [06] 


GASPARD, Leon [P] NYC b. 1882, Vitebsk, Russia (came to NYC in 1916) 
d. 1964, Taos, NM. Studied: Vitebsk, with Julius Penn; Odessa; Moscow; 
Académie Julian, Paris, with Toudouze, Bouguereau, 1899. Exhibited: 
CGA, 1932; Nat. Acad., 1936, 1937, 1938; GGE, 1939. Painted in 
Siberia, 1908-10; shot down as а WWI pilot for France; settled in Taos, 
1918. Work: AIC; Mus. N. Mex. Best known for his bright pallette of loose 
impressionist scenes. [40] 


GASPARO, Oronzo Vito [P,Des,C] NYC b. 16 O 1903, Rutigliano-Prov., 
Bari, Italy. Studied: Preston Dickinson; NAD. Exhibited: AIC, 1938; 
MOMO, 1936; PAFA, annually; CGA, 1939; WFNY, 1939; GGE, 1939; 
WMAA, 1938-41, 1944, 1946; CAM, 1945; CI, 1941, 1945; Tilden & 
Thurber Gal., Providence, 1928 (one-man); Woodstock, 1929 (one- 
man); Pinacotheca, 1941 (one-man); Ferargil Gal., 1942 (one-man), 1943 
(one-man), 1944 (one-man); Mortimer Levitt Gal., 1945 (one-man); 


Gal. Neuf, 1946 (one-man). Work: MOMA; MMA; WMAA; Palm 
Beach AC [47] 


GASPARRO, Frank [S, T] Manoa, PA b. 26 Ag 1909, Phila., PA. Studied: 
PAFA; C. Grafly. Exhibited: PMA, 1940; PAFA, 1946. Work: Harrisburg 


LE "EDU mn 7 AT 


Mus. A.; Alentown A. Mus.; PMA. Position: T., Fleisher A. Mem., 
Phila. [47] 


GASSER, Henry Martin [P,Des, T] Newark, NJ b. 31 O 1909, Newark, NJ d. 
1981. Studied: Newark Sch. F.&Indst. A.; ASL; Brackman; Grabach. 
Member: AWCS; Phila. WCC; Wash. WCC; N.]. WCC; Baltimore 
WCC; SC; All. A. Am.; Audubon A.; Miss. AA; N.J. AA; New Haven 
PCC; SSAL; AAPL; Springfield AL; Asbury Park Soc. FA; Irvington А. 
& Mus. Assn. Exhibited: CI, 1944, 1945; NAD, 1942-45, 1943 (prize), 
1944 (prize); AWCS, 1941-46; Phila. WCC, 1940-46, 1945 (prize); 
AIC, 1942, 1946; Wash. WCC, 1940-46, 1945 (prize), 1946 (prize); 
AILA.Am., 1943-45; SFMA, 1944, 1944, 1945; Audubon A., 1945; 
Albany Inst. Hist.&A., 1943, 1944; Texas Incl. Exh., 1943; Palace Legion 
Honor, 1946; Denver A. Mus., 1942-44; Miss. AA, 1943-46; Ala. 
WCS, 1943 (prize), 1944, 1945 (prize), 1946 (prize); Oakland A. Gal., 
1941-45, 1943 (prize); Mint Mus. A., 1943, 1944 (prize), 1945, 1946; 
Smithsonian Inst., 1941 (prize); Santa Barbara, Calif., 1944; Springheld, 
Mo. Mus. A., 1943 (prize), 1945 (prize); Laguna Beach, Calif., 1943, 
1945; Montclair A. Mus., 1939, 1940, 1941 (prize), 1942, 1943 (prize), 
1944 (prize), 1945; Springfield, Mass., 1943-45, (prizes); Baltimore 
WCC, 1942 (prize); New Haven PCC, 1940-43, 1944 (prize), 1945, 1946; 
New Orleans AA, 1944, 1945 (prize), 1946 (prize); High Mus. A., 1946, 
Guatemala Nat. Fair, 1942; Piedmont, (N.C.) A. Fest, 1945 (prize); State 
T. Col, Indiana, Pa., 1946 (prize); SSAL, 1946 (prize). Work: PMA; New 
Haven PCC; Newark Mus.; Springfield (Mo.) Mus. A.; Wash. State Col.; 
Dallas Mus. FA; Irvington A. & Mus. Assn.; Mint Mus. A.; IBM. 
Contributor: American Artist magazine. Position: Dir., Newark Sch. FA, 


1946 [47] 


Spe Grace [P,S] Paris, France b. Chicago. Studied: Mary Cassatt 


GASSLANDER, Karl [P,L,W] Chicago, IL b. 3 D 1905, Rockford, IL. 
Studied: Northwestern Univ.; T. Col., Columbia; C. Martin; A. 
Heckman; S Cox; A. Storm. Member: Chicago SA. Exhibited: Tex. 
State Fair, Dallas, 1929; Evanston Women's C., 1939 (prize). Position: A. 
Cr., Evanston Daily News-Index; T., Evanston Collegiate Inst. [40] 


GASSNER, Mordi [P,Des,Dr,I] Sunnyside Gardens, NY b. 27 My 1899, 
NYC. Member: Guggenheim F., 1929-30, 1930-31. Work: murals, Tem- 
ple House, Granada Hotel, both in Brooklyn, N.Y.; Long Island Court 
House; USPO, Great Falls, Mont. WPA artist. lllustrator: Du Pont 
monthly; RKO Yearbook; Eminent American Illustrators; portfolio, "Six 
Wild Animals,” lithograph pub. Assoc. Am. Artists, 1937 [40] 


GAST, August [Li] b. 10 Mr 1819, Belle, Germany (came to U.S. ca. 1848) 
d. probably St. Louis. Studied: Detmold. With his brother Leopold, he 
established a lithographic firm which, by 1883, was one of the largest in 
the West. [°] 


GATCH, Lee [P] Lambertville, ЇЧ) b. 11 S 1909, Baltimore d. 10 N 1968, 
Trenton, NJ. Studied: J. Sloan; A. Lhote; Kisling; Metzinger. Exhibited: 
48 States Comp.; USPO, Mullins, S.C., 1939. WPA artist. [40] 


GATCHELL, Charles [I,P] b. 1883 d. 5 Ap 1933, Paris, France. Studied: 
ASL, 1907; Paris; Munich. Positions: Reporter/Car., Cleveland Press, 
New York Evening Journal, other newspapers 


GATENBY, John William, Jr. [P,1,T,L,W] Chicago, IL/Marengo, IL b. 16 F 
1903, Cicero, IL. Studied: Buck; Elliot; Forsberg; Lyford; Tomaso; Larson. 
Member: Palette and Chisel C.; Chicago AG; Chicago NJSA; Chicago 
FAG; Chicago A. Center. Work: Palette and Chisel Acad. FA, Chicago; 
Marengo Women's C. [40] 


GATES, Frank E. [P] NYC. Member: SC [25] 


GATES, John Monteith [Indst. Des] Glen Head, NY b. 25 Je 1905, Elyria, 
OH. Studied: Harvard; Columbia; Member: AIA. Exhibited: Swedish 
Intl. Comp., 1933 (prize); Steuben Glass Works; Va. MFA, 1938; FA 
Soc., London, 1935; WFNY, 1939; Paris Salon, 1937. Work: Steuben 
designs in several U.S. mus. (e.g., Toledo, Chicago, Kansas City). Posi- 
tion: Vice Pres. in charge of des., Steuben Glass Co. [47] 


GATES: Laura Bryan (Mrs. Richard H.) [S] b. 1873 d. 4 Je 1943, Yonkers, 


GATES, Margaret (Casey) (Mrs. Robert F.) [P,T] Vienna, VA b. Wash., 
D.C. Studied: Corcoran A. Sch.; PMG A. Sch.; Colorado Springs FA 
Center; C. Law Watkins; H. Varnum Poor. Member: A. Gld. Wash. 
Exhibited: WMFA; Critics Choice, CM, 1945; Pepsi-Cola, 1946; CGA; 
РМС; Bignou Gal., 1940; Whyte Gal., 1946 (one-man); Soc. Wash. A., 


1945 (prize). Work: PMG; mural, USPO. Mebane, N.C. Position: PMG 
A. Sch., 1933-46 [47] 


GATES, Mary W. [Min.P] Scarsdale, NY [13] 
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New Мау Пом ег Ballroom Nearing Completion, 
Frankie Master, to be Feature of 


РЕЧНЕ format opening of the Terre Haute House 

1 Mayflower ballroom, which is now nearly 

compieted, will be held Oct. 1-2.3. 

Frankie Masters and his famous orchestra will 
be featured during the gala opening, which is ex- 
pected to overshadow any similar social event ever 
held in Terre Haute. Masters and His fun-loving 
entertainers are well-known to radio fans, having 
dayed in many leading hotels and night clubs 
throughout the nution For almost a year he was 
“eatured over the air from the popular College Inn 
Chicago. 

The formal opening will be by reservation and 
not by invitation as has been rumored. The event 
will be semi formal and guests have the privilege 
of their own discretion in the matter of dress. 

Reservations will be made at the Terre Haute 
House by phone, mail or personal application. 

The opening of the new Mayflower room means 
that етте Haute wilt Have one of the most out- 
standing and distinctive ballrooms in the Middle 
West 

The ballroom is 70x100 feet, 21 feet in height, and 
will comfortably seat 600 p2ople. Entrances lead 
into the ballroom from the main lobby of the hotel 
and from a corrider leading to the Marine Room. 
Unusually wide doors on the north side will permit 
the bringing in of large exhibits too bulky to pass 
through ordinary doorways. 

According to C. M. Ellis, hotel manager, and C. 

"T. Franz, assistant manager, the ballroom will be 
one of the most distrinctive to be found anywhere 
in the United States. 


The Pilgrim motiff has been carried—throughout 
the construction and decoration of the new ball. 
оош. A mural 15x50 feet depicts the landing of 
the Pilgrims on the shore of the American contin- 
ent, and pictures the good ship Mayflower in the 
background. a 

Large bronze placques on the walis are symbolic 
of early Americar history and -the events following 
the landing of the Pilgrims. 


Despite the carrying out in detail of the historical 


у the new ballroom features the latest 
innovations in comfort and modern lighting effects. 
C^.nplete air-conditioning throughout permits even 
temperature the year around. A specially con- 
structed ceiling will give perfect acoustic properties 

a speakers and musical entertainment. 
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1787 - TERRE HAUTE - 1938 
NORTHWEST TERRITORY CELEBRATION 


PIONEER 
SUPPER 


MAYFLOWER ROOM - TERRE HAUTE HOUSE 
September 3rd, 1938 


(CALE 


PIONEER SUPPER PROGRAM 


Invocation - Rev. L. O. RicHMOND 


“TU Float My Boat Right Back to Terre Haute” - Harmony Four 
(Words and Music by Malcolm Scott) 


"Home on the Range" - PIONEER CARAVAN Boys 
“I Love Old Indiana" - EUGENE Esperson - Accompanist - ARTHUR ALL 
“The Northwest Territory’ - Miss BONNIE FARWELL 


Member of Federal Northwest Territory Commission 


Presiding Chairman. - Morton F, Hayman, 
Chairman, Northwest Territory Celebration Committee 


Welcome - Frank К. MILLER - Chairman Homecoming Committee 
Terre Haute Northwest Territory Celebration Committee 


Response for Homecoming Terre Hauteans - Hon. Everett SANDERS 
of Washington, D. C. 


“The Wabash Valley” - Ном. VIRGINIA E. JENCKES, 
Congresswoman 6th District, Indiana 


Response for Federal Pioneer Caravan - Caravan Director O. К. REAMES 
Introduction of Guests 
Community Singing - “On the Banks of the Wabash” - Sam WILTON 


Pioneer Music - Weir Kirk ORCHESTRA 


TERRE HAUTE NORTHWEST TERRITORY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 


MISS BONNIE FARWELL 


Vice President General, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution and 
a Member of the Federal and State Northwest Territory Celebration bas 
authorized the appointment of the following Committee to be 
known as the Terre Hante Northwest Territory 
Celebration Committee. 


Morton F. Hayman, Chairman Mrs. Fred Jeffries, Representative Miss Ethel M. Ray, Representative 
W. W. Behrman, Manager Vigo County Parent-Teachers Association Terre Hante Teacher's Federation 
Radio Broadcasting Station WBOW Frank R. Miller, Attorney Sister Eugenia, Dean 

James R. Benham, Editor Aikman Miller aud Causey St. Mary of the Woods College 
Grama Tian СҮРҮ Chairman Terre Haute Homecoming Ralph N. Tirey, President 
ХЕЕЕ лты radin? Robert F. Nitsche, Vice-President Indiana State Teacher's College 
Vigo County Fair Association Terre Hante First National Bank Mrs. B. B. White, President 
George C. Carroll, Superintendent Mrs. W. Robert Paige, Regent Bd. of T. H. Park Commissioners 
Terre Haute Public Schools Fort Harrison Chapter, D.A.R. Frank L. Orr, General Chairman 
Wm. Е. Cronin, Editor Clarence A. Pound, Superintendent Public Relations 

Terre Haute Tribunc Vigo County Schools ~ Paul F. Ryan, Managing Director 


George O. Dix, Representative Donald B. Prentice, President Celebration Week 
John Morton Chapter, S.A.R. Rose Polytechnic Institute 
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Mayflower Ballroom Opening 


CELEBRATING the opening of the” 

Mayflower ballroom in the Terre 
Haute House, one of the largest social 
affairs in the history of the city was 
held Thursday evening. 

The opening was marked by a din- 
rer and dance, attended by most of 
the prominent persons in the city. For 
the most part they came in formal at- 
tire, greatly adding to the gaiety of 

_the affair by the brilliant coloring of 
the gowns. The colors in the room, 
yellow, gold, and rust, were carried 
out in the flowers which centered each 
table. 

The printed menu and program for 
the evening was encased in a black 
suede folder with gold cord. A 
square white seat on the front was 
engraved with a gold ship. These 
were presented each guest as was a 
souvenir, a tiny sterling silver pencil 
for each lady guest and a larger 
matching pencil for the men. 
“Following the full course dinner 
the program for the evening was pré- 
sented. Addresses were given by 

—Hen. William-M. Myers, Hon. John M. _ 
Fitzgerald, and Albert Pick Jr. Then 
there was the Continental Revue, a 
gay floor show under the direction of 
Frank Shepard, and music by Charlie 
Agnew and his celebrated urchestra. 

Reservations for the opening night 
and the number in their party were: 
Mr. Wenzel Sr., 2; Albert Pick Jr., 
§; Albert Pick Sr., 8; Burch Ijams, 6; 
Bruce Failey, 6; C. M. Ellis, 6; Har- 
old Van Orman, 4; Bauer, 2; Erk- 
man, 2; William Cronin, 4; W. Cox, . 
2; І. E. Waterman, 5; Mort Hayman, 
2; Bill Cooke, 6; H. Woife, 6; M. J. 
Grogan, 6; B. H. Schull, 6; Carl Wer- 
neke, 6; J. H. Beasley, 6; J. B. Pfister, 
6; Foster Miles, 6; Horace Fisbeck, 
8; Dorel Beal, 16; Harry Cliff, 12; 
Max Wolf, 11; T. H. Edwards, 8; Dr. 
Allen Lee, 10; C. C. McIntosh, 8; War- 
ner Throckmorton, 8; W. N. Myers, 
4; E. C. Weston, 4; Jerry Shandy, 2; 
J. Bradley, 8; Wilson, 2; Bivin, 2; H. 
Smith, 4; Endsley, 4; F. M. Schull, 4; 
W. F. Kattman, 2; B. L. Brown, 2; 
Reynolds, 2; Shannon Katzenbach, 2; 

~ Grimmer, 2; Jack O'Grady, 2; Paul 
Ryan, 4; Ed Leever, 6; Frank W. Fit- 
man, 6; W. A. Sills, 4; Vern McMillan, 
3; August E. Hartmann, 2; J. V. Wal- 

—ten, 2:- Dr. Ru- 
doiph Yeng, 2; G. Patton, 2i = 
` Pfefér, 2;- “Albert Lager, 2; E 
Ramsey, 2; Anna ae Wiley, 2; 
Ed Davey, 2; Ed Whalen, 2; Harry 
Hamby, 4; Louis Keifer, 2; Frances 


Hughes 2; James Benham, 2; Ben 
Becker, 5; W tnni tand Dr John  . 


Connelly, 4 
October 17, 1984 
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Holidays at 
Mayflower R 


Before the Terre iP Hee QM 


and at this time of year, local sororities 
sponsored holiday dances in the 
Mayflower Room with all the formal 
trappings. Often, one of the bigger dance 
bands would come down from Chicago to 
provide the music — Ted Weems, Joe 
Sanders, Art Kassel, Eddie Duchin, Del 
Courtney, Wayne Mcintyre. 

The lobby and ballroom of the hotel 
were decorated for the holidays and more 
so for the dances. Parties started early in 
the small dining rooms on the mezzanine. 
The women were dressed in long formals 
and the men in tuxes. The atmosphere 
was gay, the music was great and the 
sponsoring group made money for its 

aritable projects. 

At one of the dances, a yo man, 
Johnny, dressed to the hilt In -Mlite tie 
and tails, top hat and white gloves, 
borrowed a bicycle from the Western 
Union office next door north of the hotel, 
and was riding it around the lobby. A 


Main Street 


Richard Tuttle, who 
retired from The 
Tribune-Star in 1983, 
is a walking compen- 
dium of Terre 
Haute's history. 


By Richard C. Tuttle 


Assistant Editor Emeritus 


special guard stopped him, asked him his 
name, to which Johnny replied, "Teddy 
Roosevelt," and continued to pedal. 

At this point the guard stopped him and 
asked him to leave. A friend of Johnny's, 
whose name was actually Woodrow 
Wilson, intervened and assured the 


House 


officer he would take care of Johnny. The 
рош then asked, “And who might you 
te 


The very natural reply was, “Woodrow 
Wilson.” 
At that point, the guard took both of 


them to the office and called a patrol car. 
UI 


the Terre Haute 


Terre dote House y rs 
oom site of dances fit for 


presidents 


Mayflower memories 
Halls of Terre Haute House echo with happy times 
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By Susie Dewey | 
Special to The Tribune-Star je ] 


& 


or generations of Wabash Valley 

citizens the Terre Haute House, 

with its famous Mayflower Room, is 

the center of many memories of 

growing up. The Mayflower Room 
opened in 1936 and, until the hotel services 
were curtailed in 1970, was the scene of 
activities of every age and type in Terre 
Haute. 

It was there that high school students 
attended their formal dances and junior 
proms, businessmen met in service groups 
and civic organizations, and ladies saw style 
shows and wedding receptions, and reunions 
brought tears to sentimental eyes. 


The Terre Haute House, at the crossroads 
of America — Seventh Street and Wabash 
Avenue — was seen by all tourists on either 
U.S. 40 or U.S. 41. For all its visibility, the 
hotel was never a casual, drop-in place. 

True, the era was an age of more formal 
attire and social interaction, but the hotel 
was a place that commanded respect. 

Girls from St. Mary-of-the-Woods College 
visited downtown Terre Haute to shop and " = ————Ó A — a - 
buy sweets on Saturday afternoon. They pri Starim y 
arrived in a group and uniformly wore heels, Conjuring up memories: Retired local photographer Ken Martin shot many pictures at the Terre Haute House, but took 
hats and gloves. They met again in the hotel time to pose himself along with Emily Felling, Stephen Markle, Todd Woelfle, Elizabeth Markle and Susie Dinkel, as they 
lobby at the end of the afternoon to return re-created a scene from the '50s recently at the hotel's front door. | 
to the campus. Their chaperone counted the 

oup’s members, who were carrying 

ackages from the fashionable Terre Haute 
shops. 


James Jones, world-famous author of 
“From Here to Eternity,” came to the hotel 
lobby to meet literary agents and other 
authors. Always a casual dresser himself, he 
often arrived in slacks, undershirt and 
sockless. From the lobby he would visit Lou 
Pearce’s men’s haberdashery, purchase 
socks and a shirt, visit the men’s room and 
reappear shirted and socked before he took 
his visiting guests into the Marine Room for 
a drink. 

The Terre Haute House never had a 
written dress code; it never needed to write 
down a dress code. The dignified lobby, the 
punctiliously attired personnel and the well- 


dressed guests created an atmosphere that 
called for respect. 

At high school proms and dances, many 
girls wore their first long “formal” and many 
boys their first rented tuxedo. The dances 
were formal in that girls had dance cards 
and chaperones sat around the edge of the 
dance floor. 

Couples entered, spoke to the chaperones, 
and after the last dance thanked the 
chaperones. Few left the Mayflower Room to 
visit the coffee shop and none left the hotel. 

No uniformed personnel were at the doors 
to restrain or bar unwanted students. The 
Terre Haute House was not that kind of 
place. 
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At bridge tournaments or 
fund-raisers, tables were sold 
before the event. Private parties 
often dined in the Pastel Room 
before the tournament began. 
Usually the sponsoring agency 
sold homemade candy or cookies 
during the evening. Sometimes 
special arrangements were in 
effect so that the players could 
order beverages without leaving 
the table. 


At style shows, too, groups 
bought tables before the event. 
These shows were either 
sponsored by women’s groups or 
merchants who invited 
customers and donated the 
proceeds to charity. 


Organizations were 
responsible for decorating the 
Mayflower Room. The mural, 
with its Indians, pilgrims and 
ship presented somewhat of a 
problem if any special theme 
was planned. The kibitzing 
Indian was a feature at bridge 
tournaments. If, however, a 
group did not desire special 
effects or a theme, the room 
itself was festive enough 
without any additional 
decorations. 


Weekly service groups met at 
noon in the Mayflower Room. 
Waitresses knew the members 
well enough to cater to their 
personal wishes about coffee, 
tea or milk. Service clubs 
collected funds at Christmas to 
reward the devoted hotel 
employees who knew them by 
name and preferences. The 
same service clubs usually 
planned a lady’s night several 
times a year. A dinner dance 
with flowers and favors was the 


usual format for the guests of 
these all-male service clubs. 
Often these events required 
formal dress and appropriate 
corsages and decorum. 


Many groups met in the 
Mayflower Room. The Wabash 
Valley Lecture Club, with its 
intellectual membership, dined 
as paid speakers of national 
prestige addressed issues of the 
day. Membership in the club 
was required for attendance and 
membership was limited by 
capacity of the Mayflower Room. 


No discussion of the Terre 
Haute House would be complete 
without the mention of the 
corner coffee shop. Men whose 
offices were downtown met daily 
in their favorite booth. 
Waitresses knew their orders 
before they were given. Many a 
local issue was settled by 
amicable discussion in the coffee 
shop. Ladies stopped in before 
going home for shopping trips. 
Individuals looked for friends 
and met out-of-town guests in 
the coffee shop or the lobby. 
During rain or snow storms, the 
lighted windows and the 
steaming coffee cups beckoned 
the downtown visitor into 
warmth and conversation. 


The Terre Haute House was a 
place of happy events and 
memories. After World War II, 
prosperity, peace and pride in 
the American system bred 
optimism and happiness. In the 
Mayflower Room, spirits were 
raised by the famous mural and 
life looked good. The memories 
still evoke happiness, smiles 
and euphoria in 1991. 
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A full-page ad in the 1947 city 
directory gave basic information 
about the Terre Haute House: 
Terre Haute House 
Crawford 3341 
Terre Haute's Largest 
and Finest Hotel 
Home of the Famous Marine 
Room 
Wabash at Seventh Street, 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


250 Rooms with Bath 
Rates from $2.75 
Charles M. Ellis, 

President and Manager 


A number of businesses occupied 
space in the building. On Wabash 
Avenue were the Sandwich Shop at 
700, operated by the hotel; 704, 
Martha Washington Candy ‘Shop; 
706, Hickey Brothers Store and 
Theophilus S. Biggs, jeweler; 708, 
Eugene E. Kantz, popcorn; 712, 
Mabel Anstead, corsetiere; 714, Dr. 
J. Hubert Cusick, dentist; and at 
716-718, the Marine Room tavern, 
operated as part of the hotel 
complex. 

On the North Seventh Street 
side were 7, Louis B. Pearce, men’s 
clothing, and 9, the hotel’s side 
lobby entrance. Also listed at 9 N. 
Seventh St. were William F. 
Carson, cleaner; Hickey Brothers, 
cigars; "George W. Young, barber; 
Terre Haute Realty Corp.; High 
Twelve Club; Beatrice C. Thomas, 
tourist agent; Ruth Neal, public 
stenographer; Rotary Club; Terre 
Haute Motor Carriers and the 

. Kiwanis Club. 


American Automobile Associa- 
tion, Inter Insurance Exchange 
and Terre Haute Auto Club had 
offices at 11 N. Seventh St. The 
Black and White Cab Co. was at 15; 
the Pastel Room Restaurant at 17; 
and the Wabash Valley Telegraph 
Co. at 19-21. 

A later city directory listed 
Union News Co. in the lobby. 

Kenneth R. Thomas, Vigo Coun- 
ty auditor and former county 
treasurer and city councilman, 
began his career as a barber in the 
six-chair shop leased by George 
Young on the hotel's lower level. He 
worked there from 1950 to 1957. 

“It was the No. 1 shop in town,” 
Thomas said. Customers included 
businessmen, visitors and 
celebrities. 

The price of a haircut was 75 
cents when Thomas started. It was 
later raised to $1. A shave was 50 


cents, a shampoo 35 ‘cents, a 
manicure $1 and a shoe shine 25 
cents. 

"Three people could be working 
on a customer at the same time,” 
Thomas said. He said some hotel 
guests, usually celebrities; wanted 
room service for their shaves and 
haircuts, and it was provided. 

Thomas remembers Gene Krupa 
and Woody Herman being in the 
shop (their bands played at the 
Indiana and Grand theaters) but 
nobody asked for: autographs. 
Other celebrity customers were 
members of the Chicago: Bears 
football team, in town: for: an 
exhibition game, and. the 
Philadelphia Phillies farm baseball 
team. 

Besides the Pearce clothing shop 
upstairs, there was: another 
downstairs where tailoring: was 
done, Thomas said. The store had 
a men’s suit club: Members. con- 
tributed $1 pers month for the 
giveaway. 3 

work 

Bob Haverty, a Marine Room 
bartender from 1949. to 1962, 
recalled that martinis and Manhat- 
tans were the favorite mixed 
drinks (vodka had not yet become 
popular here). Cocktails were 55 
cents and beer, Beg a. good 
seller, 25 cents. 


The Marine Room was open from 
9:30 a.m. until midnight, with 
three regular bartenders кыз 
different shifts each week. 
musical pio © if any, 
featured strolling musicians, in- 
cluding Russ McCoy with his 
accordian, and Blaine Johnson, 
Haverty said. 

More men than women 
patronized the Marine Room, 
Haverty said. There was seating 
for about 140. Irish stew in tin cups 
was served free on St. Patrick’s 
Day. That idea came from Mary 
Raftery, who was in charge of party 
service. George L. Gilchrist was the 
hotel chef. All the food was 
prepared in the hotel pi I9 and 
bakeries. 

Haverty said that © dressed 
up more then than they do today. 
They behaved well. A house detec- 
tive was on duty at all times, but 
there were no: armed pace he 
said. 

Bar patrons included: Wilbur 
Shaw and his, good friend: Tony 
Hulman, as well.as author James 
Jones of Marshall, Ill. pl 

— Carolyn Toops 


